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For His Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children.  And since we are His 
children, we are His heirs.  In fact, together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory.  But if we 
are to share His glory, we must also share His suffering.  Yet what we suffer now is nothing 
compared to the glory He will reveal to us later.  For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future 
day when God will reveal who His children really are.  Against its will, all creation was 
subjected to God’s curse.  But with eager hope, the creation looks forward to the day when it will 
join God’s children in glorious freedom from death and decay.  Romans chapter 8 verses 16-21 
  
The Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness.  For example, we don’t know what God wants us to 
pray for.  But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words.  
And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us 
believers in harmony with God’s own will.  Romans chapter 8 verses 26 & 27 
 
And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God 
and are called according to His purpose for them.  Romans chapter 8 verse 28 
 
I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love.  Neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow, not even the 
powers of hell can separate us from God’s love.  No power in the sky above or in the earth 
below, indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is 
revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Romans chapter 8 verses 38 & 39 
 
We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed.  We are perplexed, but not 
driven to despair.  We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God.  We get knocked down, 
but we are not destroyed.  Through suffering, our bodies continue to share in the death of Jesus 
so that the life of Jesus may also be seen in our bodies.  2 Corinthians chapter 4 verses 8 - 10 
 
That is why we never give up.  Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed every 
day.  For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long.  Yet they produce for us a glory 
that vastly outweighs them and will last forever!  So we don’t look at the troubles we can see 
now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen.  For the things we see now will soon 
be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.  2 Corinthians chapter 4 verses 16-18 
 
Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange 
were happening to you.  Instead, be very glad—for these trials make you partners with Christ in 
His suffering, so that you will have the wonderful joy of seeing His glory when it is revealed to 
all the world.  1 Peter chapter 4 verses 12 & 13  
 
 
 
Next weekend:  How to encourage someone who’s seriously ill 


